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Salmon student remembered
Classmates don T-shirts in honor of freshman who was killed in snowboard accident
By GINA KNUDSON krolston@postregister.com
SALMON -- Last week's rallying around the state championship-bound Lady Savages basketball team was replaced Tuesday by team spirit of a different kind.

A sea of students wearing white T-shirts with No. 45 emblazoned on them moved through Salmon High School. Students donned the shirt to commemorate Mark Sever, a freshman who died in a snowboarding accident in Jackson, Wyo., on Saturday.

Sever, who wore No. 45 on the Savages football squad, was by all accounts the type of kid who makes being in the ninth-grade a bearable experience.

"He never had a bad day," classmate Kayla Miller remembered.

Courtney Hiersche, also a freshman, summed it up: "Mark was a happy camper."

Principal John Riddle opened the school Monday, Presidents Day, so students could meet and discuss how to cope with the sudden loss.

"They came up with this," Riddle said, pointing to his own No. 45. "Today is absolutely crazy. These guys are mourning -- we are all mourning."

Dustin Hunt, Salmon's athletic director and Sever's neighbor, struggled for words.

"The loss of a kid the caliber of Mark is immeasurable," he said.

Roy Bossert, Salmon's school psychologist, said the school is providing counselors to help students cope with their grief, but that parents should monitor their kids at home.

"I think there's a tendency for parents to want to rescue their children from the pain they're feeling," Bossert said. "They tell them not to feel bad. But we need to allow them their pain. Sometimes kids don't know how they are supposed to feel. Parents need to keep in touch with their child and be there for them. Accept silence if that's how they are dealing with things. Encourage them to talk, but don't try to control it."

Bossert said writing a card to the family can be a good way for students to express their feelings.

"Kids who aren't big talkers can talk it out on paper," he said. "That is also good for the family because they can see how their son was loved outside their home."

Several students left school in the morning, and for most of the saddened ninth-graders, academics were far from their thoughts.

"They really are focused on wanting to remember Mark and the kind of person he was," said Nola Barningham, a Salmon School District counselor. "Even those kiddos who aren't always part of the group talk about Mark as 'my friend.' "

Funeral services for Sever will be held at the Salmon High School at 4:30 p.m. Thursday.

Contact Lemhi County correspondent Gina Knudson through the Post Register's Idaho Falls office at 542-6764.

''The loss of a kid the caliber of Mark is immeasurable.''

Teenager Dies in Snowboarding Accident
Feb 20, 2005  KIFI News8 internet news




A 14-year-old from Salmon was killed in a snowboarding accident at Jackson Hole mountain resort. It happened Saturday at about 10:00 in the morning.

Officials say 14-year-old Mark Sever was taking a practice run for a snowboarding competition that was going to be held Saturday afternoon.

He went off a jump in the resort's terrain park and traveled about 60 feet before landing hard on his chest.

Ski patrol gave him CPR, but he was pronounced dead shortly after. Officials say this appears to be just a tragic accident.

Sergeant Lloyd Funk of the Teton County sheriff’s office, says, “It sounds like this person was in control up until they went off the jump they new what they were doing...the person just landed wrong."

Officials say there are a few fatalities every year at resorts in the Jackson area and say unfortunately it's a risk that comes with the sport.

The resort's communications director says in a situation like this all they can do is encourage skiers and snowboarders to use good judgment and obey the rules of the mountain, so a tragedy like this can be prevented in the future.

Autopsies show Sever died from a transected aorta, which is basically a tear in the artery that pumps blood to the rest of the body.


