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PELKIE - KING FAMILY
A Biographical Sketch by Elizabeth King Woertman and Sister Jean Pierre (Beatrice) King, S.C. 

It was with a sense of delightful surprise that we, Elizabeth and Beatrice King, both born in Pelkie, Michigan, in the early 1900’s, learned that the Sturgeon Valley Historical Society, Inc., had published a volume entitled Pioneering in Pelkie.  Our parents and grandparents on both sides of the family were among the first homesteaders in that area and they, in fact, left their names as a heritage.


As explained in the earlier volume, “King’s Landing” was the name of the first settlement there, but the name was changed to “Pelkie” for our maternal grandfather, William Pelkie, who had homesteaded in the area some time before 1898.  “King’s Landing” had been named for our paternal great uncle, Peter King.


In the early spring of 1902, eleven members of the Joseph and Flora Forget King family, including our father Peter King, their oldest son, moved to Pelkie, Michigan, from Lowell, Massachusetts.  Six years earlier Aunt Flora King, Papa’s oldest sister, had gone to Upper Michigan to visit Great Uncle Peter King and his family.  There she had met and married Theodore Duquette, a cousin of Great Uncle Peter’s wife.  In the summer of 1898 Theodore and Flora Duquette with their three year old daughter, Eleanor, had homesteaded in the Pelkie area.  Grandpa Joseph King’s family, having no place to live when they arrived in Pelkie, stayed with Aunt Flora and her family until they could build their own home.

Pap’s brother, the Rev. Clifford J. King, S.V.D., comments on the difficulties and joys of these early days in Pelkie in a book entitled I Remember.  He wrote his memoirs toward the end of an eventful life as a missionary priest in China, the Philippines, and New Guinea.  Referring to his boyhood days in Upper Michigan, he recalls:


“Early in August of 1902, our royal palace (erected at the cost of about two hundred dollars) was completed and ready for occupancy.  It consisted of a parlor, four bedrooms, and a large kitchen that also served as a dining room.” 
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Our dad, Peter S. King, and a younger brother, Louis, worked as section hands for the Mineral Range Railroad.  Grandpa Joseph King had been ill with tuberculosis when the family moved to Pelkie, and he died August 25, 1903, leaving papa, his oldest son, in charge of the family.  Aunt Alice King Duquette, our dad’s younger sister, died in 1907, leaving two infant daughters.  Grandma adopted the younger of the two, Antoinette Duquette.  (Before moving to Pelkie, the older members of the family had all worked in the cotton mills of Lowell, Massachusetts, and the cotton dust had undermined their health.)

Aunt Angeline King, one of Papa’s younger sisters, taught at the historic Pelkie School.  All of Aunt Flora Duquette’s children except Eleanor – namely, Edward, Emil, Alice, Helen, and Florence – attended school there.


Grandpa William Pelkie was born in Shedford, Ontario, Canada, September 3, 1853; Grandma Johanna Lennon Pelkie was born in Ottawa, Canada, January 21, 1860.  From Canada, they moved to Upper Michigan, and the area in which they lived became known as “Pelkie.”  They had three daughters: -- Mae Nora, b. May 1, 1884; Emma, b. in 1886; and Blanche, b. October 3, 1887


The King and Pelkie families were brought together by papa’s marriage to the oldest of the three daughters at St. Anne’s Church in Baraga, Michigan, June 7, 1905.  Papa, the young Peter King, had been born in Mineville, New York, September 30, 1880.  Uncle Louis King and Aunt Emma Pelkie were their best man and bridesmaid respectively.


Baby Florence Rose Emma King, born in Pelkie March 9, 1906, died March 29 that same year.  Baby Ethel King, born November 6, 1908, died that same day.  We two – Elizabeth Marie King, b. March 29, 1910 and Beatrice Vivian King, b. April 11, 1913 – were the last members of our family to be born in Pelkie.

Plagued by tuberculosis in a serious stage, Papa was forced to move to a dryer(sic), warmer climate.  He went to Colorado September 25, 1913.  Mama and we, her two little ones, joined him there on January 8, 1914.  In Colorado, two more children were born: -- William Joseph, b. in July 1916, and Evangeline Theresa, b. December 24, 1917.  Baby William was a “blue baby” and lived only three months.  We three girls – Elizabeth, Beatrice, and Evangeline – grew up in Wheatridge, a suburb of Denver.


Mama died of pneumonia following childbirth on January 16, 1918.  Papa sent for his mother, Grandma Flora King, now in her late 60’s, asking if she and her youngest daughter, Henrietta, could come to Wheatridge to take care of us.  Grandma, Auntie, and Antoinette Duquette (Aunt Alice’s daughter) were living in Houghton at this time, and they were in financial straits.  Aunt Henrietta, their sole support, was a girl of 19 who worked in a candy factory in Houghton.


These three became part of our King household for about eight years.  Grandma took care of us children, Aunt Henrietta found work in Denver, and Antoinette went to school until she finished high school in June, 1924, and then entered the congregation of the Sisters of Charity in Cincinnati.  A little later Grandma and Aunt Henrietta moved into Denver to be closer to a Catholic church and to Auntie’s place of work.  We three girls were left alone with our father until he married Ellen Westland in October, 1928.


Grandma King died in Denver in April, 1940.  Some time later Aunt Henrietta married Joseph Flynn, a construction company foreman.  The Flynn’s lived in Colorado, Arizona and New Mexico for several years.  They both died in Phoenix, Arizona in the 1970’s.


Elizabeth, who had managed our home after Grandma’s moving away, had graduated from high school in June, 1928, and had begun to work in Denver.  Beatrice finished high school in June, 1931, and joined the Sisters of Charity in Cincinnati that September.


Elizabeth married Carl Woertman on July 12, 1932.  They lived in Denver throughout the 52 years of their married life.  They were blessed with six children – three girls and three boys – and numerous grandchildren and great grandchildren.  Since Carl’s death November 7, 1983, Elizabeth has been living alone in a condominium in Denver, keeping active in various forms of volunteer work.


Beatrice (Sister Jean Pierre) received her college education in Cincinnati and Colorado Springs, and taught in a number of high schools in Ohio, Colorado and New Mexico for 37 years.  In 1972 she was assigned to St. Mary-Corwin Hospital in Pueblo, Colorado where she served in the pastoral care department, visiting the sick and ministering to them.  She currently works in the department as a volunteer.


Evangeline finished high school in Denver in June, 1936, and joined the Sisters of Charity in Cincinnati that September.  Her name was changed to Sister Rose Angela.  She completed her education in Cincinnati, and taught in elementary schools in Bay City, Michigan; in Colorado and in New Mexico.  She died in Albuquerque, New Mexico, a victim of cancer, March 30, 1959.


All three of us girls – Elizabeth Woertman, Sister Jean Pierre, and Sister Rose Angela – were with Papa when he died at his home in Wheatridge, February 6, 1949.


Elizabeth and Sister Jean Pierre visited in Pelkie in September, 1986, -- the last members of the Pelkie-King family to have their roots in  Pelkie.

FAMILY STATISTICS
Peter S. King


Born September 30, 1880 in Mineville, NY

Married Mae Nora Pelkie June 17, 1905 in Baraga, Michigan.

Died February 6, 1949, in Wheatridge, Colorado

Mae Nora Pelkie King
Born May 1, 1884 in Pelkie, Michigan





Married Peter S. King June 17, 1905 in Baraga, Michigan





Died January 16, 1918, in Wheatridge, Colorado

William Pelkie

Born September 3, 1853 in Shedford, Ontairo, Canada.





Died of a heart attack March 21, 1919, in Detroit, Michigan

Johanna Lennon Pelkie
Born January 21, 1860, in Ottawa, Canada





Died January 23, 1920, in Royal Oak, Michigan

Peter King and Mae Nora Pelkie King had six children: --


The first two lived only a few hours or days.

Elizabeth Marie was born March 29, 1910, in Pelkie, Michigan.  She married Carl Woertman July 12, 1932, in Denver, Colorado.  Carl died November 7, 1983, in Denver, Colorado.  Elizabeth Woertman currently lives in southwest Denver.

Beatrice Vivian was born April 11, 1913, in Pelkie, Michigan.  She became a Sister of Charity of Cincinnati, Sister Jean Pierre, in September, 1931.  She currently lives in Pueblo, Colorado

William was born in 1916 in Wheatridge, Colorado.  He died at the age of three months, in 1916.

Evangeline Theresa was born December 24, 1917, in Wheatridge, Colorado.  She became a Sister of Charity, Sister Rose Angela, in September, 1936.  She died March 30, 1959, in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

William and Johanna Pelkie had three children: --


Mae Nora Pelkie (statistics given above).

Emma Pelkie Grandchamp was born in Pelkie, Michigan, in 1886.  She married Walter Grandchamp in Houghton or Hancock, Michigan, and they had a daughter, Loretta.  Emma died while she was still young (date unknown), and Walter married again. We think he and his daughter have died, but we have no statistics.
Blanche Pelkie Bohmier Martin was born October 3, 1887, in Pelkie.  She married Zial Bohmier in Baraga, and they lived on the Bohmier Ranch near Pelkie, where their oldest daughter, Martha, was born.  Blanche and Zial had two other daughters, Dorothy and Margaret, and a son Basil (later changed to William or Bill).  After Zial died, Blanche married a Mr. Martin.  Blanche died September 27, 1961.  The Bohmier children and their families all live near Detroit, Michigan.

Elizabeth King and Carl Woertman had six children: --

Phyllis Woertman (born in 1933) and John Prior live in Drayton Plains, Michigan.  They had four children:  a son who died in a car accident in Michigan in 1982, two daughters who live in Michigan and a son who lives in Colorado.  Phyllis and john have five grandchildren, four boys and one girl.

Richard Woertman (born in 1935) and Sharon live in Conifer, Colorado.  They have two daughters who live in Colorado.

Donald Woertman (born in 1937) had a son by his first wife, and that son has two boys.  Donald and Patricia, his wife now, live in Denver, Colorado.  They have two daughters who live in Colorado.

Lois Woertman (born in 1943) and Gary Greenrod live in American Falls, Idaho.  Their oldest son was drowned in a lake in Idaho in 1986, leaving two small children.  Another son and daughter both live in Idaho; the daughter has one son.
Walter Woertman (born in 1947) and Leann live in Denver.  They have two daughters, both of whom live in Colorado.

Mary Ann Woertman (born in 1951) and Dennis Benda live in Arvada, Colorado, and they have two daughters who are still living at home.

